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The partners and staff at Gullands Solicitors wish all our clients and friends a very 

Merry Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year.

Blue tit in the Snow by Darin Smith, courtesy of the Kent Wildlife Trust

Gullands solicitors rated best in Kent by independent Guides
Gullands has once again this year been toasting 
a double success in the UK’s best known 
independent legal guides which have named 
them as outstanding sources of advice on 
criminal and construction law. 

David Brown has been recognised as a ‘Band 
1’ practitioner in Chambers directory of the legal 
profession, published on 1 November, improving 
upon his 2012 ranking.  This follows John Roberts 
being the most highly rated criminal solicitor in 
Kent by The Legal 500 in September. 

David, who is a Partner at the firm, achieved 
his ranking in the Kent category.  The directory 
described how he “impresses sources with his 
work for a range of supplier and purchaser clients 
on contentious and non-contentious matters.” 
 

David Brown said: “I am delighted Gullands’ 
track record as a high achieving firm in the field 
of construction has once again been recognised 
in this way.  We have a challenging workload and 
one of the county’s best respected teams.”
 
John Roberts, who is also a Partner at the firm, 
made his top criminal lawyer appearance in The 
Legal 500 directory in September. Referring 
to prosecutions by the Fraud Prosecution 
Service and HMRC and describing John as a 
recommended lawyer, Gullands is judged to be  
the most highly ranked Crime firm in Kent. 

John Roberts said: “We are really proud to receive 
this recognition from our peers. Gullands aims 
to provide the best advice to people who are 
accused of everything from white-collar crime to 
drink driving and prosecutions of companies 

by regulatory bodies such as HSE and the 
Environment Agency.  To be recognised for our 
strength and expertise in these demanding areas 
is a great honour.”

Blair Gulland, Chairman at Gullands said: “We are 
delighted that Gullands’ track record and standing 
in the South East have been acknowledged  
by Chambers and The Legal 500.  As a firm 
we have in-depth capability in a range of areas 
and a strong reputation for handling complex, 
challenging work.”

In all, nine practice areas at the firm were 
recognised by The Legal 500 for their consistently 
high levels of service: Corporate and Commercial, 
Crime, Commercial Litigation, Charities, Family, 
Personal Tax, Commercial Property, Construction 
and Social Housing.

Gullands has acted for Kent Wildlife Trust 
for over 15 years and this year  

in recognition of the firm’s close  
partnership with the charity, it is making 

a donation rather than sending  
Christmas cards.  

Founded in 1958, Kent Wildlife Trust 
is the leading conservation charity for 
Kent and Medway – protecting wildlife, 

educating the public, influencing decision 
makers and restoring habitats.  Please 

visit www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

The partners and staff at Gullands 
Solicitors wish all its clients and friends a 

very Merry Christmas  
and a prosperous New Year



Many of the staff at Gullands undertake voluntary and community work away from the 
office. Jacqueline Beadle in the Private Client team is a good example as she is the Guide 
Leader for 1st Vinters Rainbows.

Jacqueline was joined by Gullands colleagues Ria Hatton, Joanne Pellatt and Hannah Staff at 
the Weavering District Girl Guiding Event “Going for Gold” at the end of June.  The event was 
organised to celebrate the Olympics being held in London and everybody from Rainbows aged 
five up to the Trefold Guild (retired Guide Leaders) were involved. 

Gullands donated £200 towards the event which allowed the 160 people who took part to go 
home with a specially designed woven badge to commemorate the day.

Gullands Solicitors together with Cranbrook 
accountants McCabe Ford Williams entertained 
clients and their families at the annual Weald 
of Kent Ploughing Match in September for the 
seventh successive year.

A county-wide event, the match attracted blue skies and thousands of visitors who enjoyed  
a full programme of displays including modern, vintage, steam and horse ploughing in various 
classes.  Besides the ploughing there was a clay pigeon shoot, gymkhana, and various 
countryside demonstrations.

In front of the firm’s marquee Paul Burbidge’s vintage 1952 David Brown Super Cropmaster 
tractor once again proved eye-catching.  Within a short space of time two other vintage tractors 
were lined up alongside it, creating quite a draw for tractor enthusiasts. 

Inside the marquee, guests who visited in large numbers, enjoyed Gullands’ ‘all day breakfasts’ 
and the event proved to be an excellent opportunity to meet up with clients and old friends. 

Weavering District Girl 
Guides “Go for Gold” 

Sun shines for 
Weald of Kent 
ploughing match 

Gullands’ Dudley Cramp is a member of The 
Rotary Club of Sittingbourne Invicta and has  
been a long term fan and owner of a Caterham  
7 sports car.  He became aware that Caterham 
Cars Limited, manufacturers of the iconic 
Caterham Super 7 and the successor of the  
Lotus Super 7, had set up a build project 
programme specifically for students known as  
the “Sevens for Schools Scheme”.

Dudley discovered that there was no other Rotary 
Club in the country which was participating in the 
scheme and through his Rotary Club he set up the 
Invicta Rotary Caterham Cars Schools Project.

The project is now in its second year. Students 
come from the Sittingbourne Community College 
and from Catch 22, a charity that supports young 
people who have fallen through the educational 
net that has a branch in the Swale area.

Eleven students participate in the after school 
project.  The students aged between 14 and 19 
sign up to an “apprenticeship agreement” as a 
measure of their commitment and to help their 
understanding of what they might expect to find  
in the real world.

The project comprises a 32 week build period 
allowing the car to be built within one academic  
year.  The kit was delivered in September and  
will be finished by the end of the summer term.

Dudley Cramp said “The students involved will  
take away skills that they need for the rest of  
their lives”.

 Contact Dudley Cramp by email at    
 d.cramp@gullands.com or on 01622 689734   
 if you want to know more about the project.
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Gullands consultant 
leads project for 
students to build a 
sports car
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From left to right: Ria Hatton, Jacqueline Beadle, Joanne Pellatt and Hannah Staff of Gullands Solicitors.  
Jacqueline Beadle is the Guide Leader for the 1st Vinters Rainbows, Hannah Staff is a legal secretary at Gullands 
and dance tutor from Dance Alley in her spare time. Ria and Joanne are also legal secretaries at Gullands and 
volunteered for the day.
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Chancel Liability – is this the end?

You may well be told during the next few months that chancel repair 
liability is soon to be no longer relevant, however this is not strictly correct. 
Whilst chancel repair liability will cease to bind a purchaser of a property 
unless it is protected by registration, as outlined below, chancel repair will 
continue to exist.

To recap, chancel repair liability is a liability falling upon a landowner to 
contribute towards that part of a parish church lying to the east of the 
chancel.  The part lying to the west of the chancel, where the congregation 
sit, is maintained by that congregation.  These liabilities arose in an historic 
context, whereby a landowner would build a church and reserve the right 
to appoint the rector, the rector would have to look after himself and his 
church, and in order to provide for him the landowner would grant  
to the rector a parsonage, glebe and tithes.  The glebe was land, the 
produce of which the rector would use to maintain himself and fulfil his 
duties, the tithes were by ancient right 10% of all the produce from the  
land within the parish. 

The monasteries that flourished during the 13th, 14th and 15th Centuries 
saw a means to a profit, and they bought from the original landowner 
the right to appoint the rector, and then when the office fell vacant they 
appointed themselves as rector of the parish and thereby whilst assuming 
the liability to maintain the chancel also secured for themselves the 
parsonage glebe and most importantly the tithes.  The monasteries would 
then appoint a person to look after the spiritual needs of the parish on 
much reduced provision now known to us as vicars.

Things were still quite simple, however Henry VIII then embarked  
upon a series of expensive wars with the French, and divorces, and in  
order to fund these activities he set his sights on the great monasteries 
and set about the Reformation.  All monastic land passed initially to 
the Crown and whilst some then passed into the hands of the existing 
Cathedrals and the Oxford and Cambridge Colleges, most was sold off to 
Henry’s cronies - this included the right to receive tithes, but also a liability 
to repair the chancel.

The Estates of these original landowners have since the 16th Century 
generally been divided and sub divided many times and with it the right  
to receive the tithes and the obligation to repair the chancel.  The Tithe 
Act 1936 effectively abolished tithes of this nature and allocated to each 
property a proportionate part of the chancel repair liability.  The maps 
showing the land and the proportion appropriate to them are held in 

the Public Records Office in Kew, however where land was then further 
subdivided no further subdivision of the liability was made.  Therefore 
anyone purchasing a piece of land that had a chancel repair liability in 
1936 is liable for the whole amount regardless of how many other parcels 
of land also carry that liability.

Since the early 1980s it has generally been accepted that chancel repair 
liability when attaching to land which may only be a small fraction of 
the original is unfair, primarily because it is so difficult to ascertain if 
land carries such a liability.  The Land Registration Act of 2002 therefore 
provided that after 12 October 2013 any person buying land for value 
would not be bound by any chancel repair liability unless that liability had 
been noted against the land at the Land Registry before the sale or if the 
land was not registered, that a caution against first registration identifying 
the liability had been effected.

This does not mean though that as at 12 October 2013 there will be 
no further liability. The church can still apply to register a liability after 
12 October 2013 and this will be binding on the existing owner and his 
successors.  If therefore you own land which might be subject to chancel 
repair liability, you would still be best advised to take out an insurance 
policy to cover against the possibility that before you next sell an 
application to register is made.

Chancel repair whilst historic is not a theoretical risk and as with most 
things it is sensible to take steps to mitigate the risk before facing the 
liability head on.

 If you would like advice on chancel repair liability,  
 contact Tim Simmons by email at t.simmons@gullands.com
 

Business owners will be aware that entrepreneur’s relief operates to 
reduce the Capital Gains Tax on qualifying business assets and that 
the availability of the relief can be crucial in obtaining a low-tax exit 
when a family business is sold.

However, as with all reliefs, HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) insist 
that the qualifying criteria are met.  One of the important traps facing 
people expecting to obtain entrepreneur’s relief is that if the disposal is a 
disposal of assets, rather than a business or definable part of a business, 
the relief is not available.

A recent case showed the approach HMRC may take in some cases.  It 
involved a food distribution business which was built up over the years. 
Eventually, part of the business, including the goodwill and trade marks, 
was sold to one of the former customers of the business.

HMRC attacked the vendor’s claim for entrepreneur’s relief on the ground 
that the sale constituted only the sale of assets, not of the business.

On this occasion, the First-Tier Tribunal rejected HMRC’s arguments.

If you are considering selling your business, especially if you are 
considering selling only part of it and retaining part, make sure you take 
professional advice early and certainly before you take any irrevocable 
action.  The best approach is normally to ensure that the deal is 
structured in a way that makes it unassailable.

 If you would like advice on disposing of your business, 
 contact Tim Simmons by email at t.simmons@gullands.com

taKe care on business disposals
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Gravesend Old Town Hall was the venue for the annual Gullands 
Diwali reception, which was co-hosted this year with the 
management of the Gravesend branch of Barclays Bank.

More than 50 business people enjoyed drinks and a light finger 
buffet, and the opportunity to meet new contacts, promote their 
business and socialise at this special time.

Gullands rounded off its 2012 
business event calendar by  
co-hosting a seminar with 
Lambert & Foster and McCabe 
Ford Williams at the Hop Farm, 
Paddock Wood on 29 November. 

It proved to be an excellent 
opportunity to meet up with 
everybody, and the firm was 
pleased to provide on-the-spot 
advice to a number of guests.

This popular event in September explored the impact of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) six months after its publication.

Following on from the Localism Act, the 50 page document was heralded as a key part of Government 
reforms to make the planning system less complex and more accessible, protect the environment and 
promote sustainable growth. 

Highly regarded planning law barrister Peter Harrison QC, explained how the legislation has worked 
in practice.  Peter specialises in the fields of public, planning and environmental law and is chosen 
by clients in cases which are both complex and high profile.  Known for employing a “hands on” 
approach, he acts for both developers and planning authorities.

Peter explained how the Localism Act abolishes regional plans and replaces them with a duty to  
co-operate (Section 110). 

With input from experts at Gullands, guests discussed how the NPPF has sometimes led to slower 
process and more ad hoc decision making.  One of the reasons identified for this is that local 
councillors are familiarising themselves with the NPPF and have become more confident with planning 
decisions and less likely to take advice from town planners.  As a result planning applications are 
inevitably being appealed more often.

This seminar in July at the Civic Centre in 
Gravesend provided an excellent opportunity 
for local business people to debate the town’s 
regeneration plans.

Gravesend is going through significant change 
and an innovative and creative approach to  
its redevelopment is helping to ensure it has  
a bright future. 

Development Manager at Edinburgh House, 
Richard Hughes, who is responsible for the 
Gravesend Heritage Quarter project, explained 
how regeneration is impacting on the local 
business community.

Guests pointed out the challenges involved in 
having to compete with Bluewater and how it 
would be necessary to build on Gravesend’s 
strengths such as its riverside, restaurant and 
leisure offerings to keep people shopping in 
the town. 

Experts from Edinburgh House and Gullands 
were then on hand to answer questions. 
Gullands has been increasing its presence 
in Gravesend this year and is establishing a 
strong reputation with local business people.

Breakfast with Gullands

Diwali 
event

Agricultural breakfast seminar

Breakfast meeting:  
six months on -  
the Localism Act  
and the NPPF  
in practice

Breakfast meeting: 
Gravesend 
Regeneration – 
Investment and 
Growth

Throughout 2012 Gullands has been increasing its regular contact with clients through a series of  
out-of-hours business events.  Hundreds of people have been getting involved, using the opportunity  
to pick the brains of the firm’s solicitors and other experts on topical issues over breakfast or wine  
and canapés. 

Below are some examples from recent months, and more sessions are being planned for 2013.  
If you would like to attend or suggest a topic, contact Gullands’ Practice Manager by email at 
p.mannering@gullands.com or phone Paul on 01622 689778.
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The issue of the badger cull was debated in the House of Commons on Thursday 25th 
October.  This has been a very controversial topic for sometime now.  The Government 
e-petition had more than the required 100,000 signatures needed to be considered for  
a debate just to highlight the intensity of the sentiments on this matter. 

After the debate, a vote took place and it was decided that the badger cull would be 
postponed until the summer of 2013.  The proposal was to see thousands of badgers  
shot by trained marksmen in two pilot areas in the South West of England this autumn.  
It was determined that in fact the number of badgers in the two areas was greater than 
anticipated and therefore the cost and timeframe for carrying out the cull was unrealistic. 

The majority of MPs agreed with scientists, animal welfare organisations and the general 
public, that the cull is wrong and would be ineffective on scientific, humanitarian and 
practical grounds. 

The opposition say that the badger cull is necessary and that it is required to establish 
the practice as policy to combat bovine tuberculosis (TB) which the badgers pass on to 
cattle. Bovine TB is an infectious disease in cattle.  It presents a serious problem for the 
cattle industry, causing financial and personal hardship for farmers. Badgers are thought to 
pass on the disease to cattle through their urine, faeces or through droplet infection, in the 
farmyard or pastures.

Farmers are concerned by the delays in trials aimed at establishing the relationship between 
the disease and badgers.  They are keen to get the trials underway so that the necessary 
steps can be taken to address the issues they face.  The badger culling trials in England to 
date have found that killing badgers interrupted their social groups, with badgers moving 
further afield to establish new groups, and with them taking TB.

Various organisations will continue to campaign to ensure that the cull is not just postponed, 
but abandoned for good in favour of developing an effective bovine TB vaccine. 

If you own any assets, no matter how few, making 
a Will is essential. One in three people die without 
making a Will and for many people it is too daunting 
a process, something they consider too costly or it 
becomes something that they never get round to. 

It is only by making a Will that you are able to 
ensure that your estate, (your belongings, money 
and property) is divided according to your wishes 
and your family and friends are provided for. If you 
do not make a valid Will, the intestacy rules will 
divide your estate amongst your family in a way 
that you might not want. If you have no family, your 
estate will go to the Treasury which may not be 
what you intended.

Providing for your loved ones is the most important 
thing to consider when writing a Will but you may 
also wish to support the work of a favourite charity. 
One way of doing this is to give a percentage of 
your estate to your chosen charity. If you give 10% 
or more of your estate to UK registered charities, 
the rate of inheritance tax on the balance of your 
estate is now reduced from 40% to 36%. 

Alternatively you could consider a gift of a fixed 
sum of money and you could also provide for this 
sum to be increased in line with inflation so that the 
value of your legacy does not decrease over time.

Other less common approaches to making a 
charitable bequest include leaving a particular item 
in your Will, for example, a property, a piece of 
jewellery, a painting or a car. There are other options 
such as conditional gifts which will only take effect 
if people named in your Will die before you.

For those who already have a Will, it is important 
to review it at least every five years or if your 
circumstances change.  Many people change 
their Wills to ensure bequests continue to reflect 
their wishes but there are a range of other less 
obvious grounds for keeping your Will up-to-date 
which a solicitor can advise you on. These include 
inheritance tax planning and planning for future care 
home fees.

Having a valid Will and keeping it updated gives you 
the security of knowing that your final wishes will be 
carried out as you intend.

  If you would like advice about making or 
reviewing your Will contact Alex Astley in the 
Private Client Department at Gullands by email: 
a.astley@gullands.com or phone 01622 689776    

Agricultural breakfast seminar

Badger Cull postponed 
until 2013

support your 
favourite charity 
throuGh your Will
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If you have left your partner and are not yet 
divorced it is crucial to know your rights and 
act quickly if you think your ex could take 
major decisions in respect of the marital 
home without your consent.

In these circumstances a Matrimonial Homes 
Act Notice or a Notice of a pending land 
action can be registered against the title of 
the marital property to prevent an occupier 
from selling, renting out or remortgaging it.

The notices are used when the individual’s 
name does not appear on the legal title of a 
property – in other words their name is not on 
the deeds or tenancy agreement - but claims 
they have a beneficial interest.  These rights 
were extended to civil partners by the Civil 
Partnership Act 2004.

Both types of notice can be removed at any 
time by the spouse or civil partner who put 
it in place or depending on the nature of the 

notice, by the property owner on production 
of a Decree Absolute or Final Order dealing 
with the marital finances.

A non-owning spouse or registered civil 
partner in this situation could also have a 
right of occupation in the family home gained 
because of the marriage by what are called 
‘occupation orders’. 

If you are the sole owner of the property, your 
lawyer can find out whether your partner has 
registered their home rights by sending an 
application form to the Land Registry. 

 If you are wondering what might 
happen to your assets upon separation  
and would like advice, contact Martha 
Knowlden, Barrister and Head of Family  
at Gullands Solicitors, by email:  
m.knowlden@gullands.com or  
phone 01622 689724.

Splitting up and don’t own your home? 
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When the search for Christmas presents becomes stressful many people 
gladly turn to the internet for their purchases.  Inevitably, however, things 
can sometimes go wrong and when this happens not having a shop to 
visit to deal with problems can create the impression that you have fewer 
rights than usual.

The good news in these circumstances is that you may very well have 
more rights buying online, by telephone or from a catalogue because of 
the Distance Selling Regulations.  These give you the right to return certain 
goods within seven days for a full refund, including any delivery costs, even 
where there is no fault with the goods.  The purchaser will normally need to 
pay for the return transport costs of the goods. 

Assuming your goods turn up but they are not up to standard and a week 
has already passed what can you do?  If there is a problem it is imperative 
to deal with it as soon as possible.  You may be entitled to a full refund 
within 28 days; after that period you may only be entitled to an exchange, 
repair or partial refund.  If the goods are of satisfactory quality, for example 
you have purchased clothing in the wrong size, the retailer will normally 
allow you to exchange them for the correct size and sometimes give you  
a refund, but there is no legal right of return.

If you are not able to resolve the matter quickly, here are some useful 
pointers.  Explain clearly, in writing, the reason for the complaint including 
any attempts that you have made to resolve it, the outcome you are 
seeking to achieve and the timescale within which you wish the matter 
to be resolved.  Also keep copies of receipts, any advertisements for the 

goods, and if ordered 
online, print off a copy 
of the order.  It is also 
important to keep copies  
of any communications with 
the retailer.

Consideration could be given to 
withholding payments that may 
have fallen due, until the matter is resolved.  However, it is important that 
you check the small print of the contract terms and conditions including 
those of any finance if arranged to assist with the purchase.  If you have 
made the purchase using a credit card, the Consumer Credit Act will, in 
certain circumstances, impose liability on the credit card provider for any 
problems with the goods.

If you are unable to resolve matters quickly then you could consider making 
a complaint to the appropriate trade association or seek advice from the 
Citizens Advice Bureau or a solicitor. 

  If you would like any additional information please contact  
  Leroy Bradley at Gullands by email: l.bradley@gullands.com  
  or phone 01622 689743.   

Buying goods online 
at Christmas

Martha Knowlden
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Continuing Care Claims 
     – does the NHS owe you money?

large numbers of patients who are 
eligible for nhs continuing care are 
seeking legal support to claim back 
care home fees.

There has been a considerable amount of media attention to nursing 
home fees in recent months. 

Many people have mistakenly been charged nursing home fees when  
they should in fact have been paid by the relevant Primary Care Trust 
(PCT).  They assume that if they have a reasonable amount of savings  
or own their own property that they would not be eligible for nursing  
home fees to be paid for them. 

In fact the criteria is not financial stability, it is the primary need for 
health care.  The individual’s needs are assessed and if it is agreed that 
the primary need for the individual going into a nursing home is that of 
healthcare, the NHS is responsible for all of the nursing home costs.   
Not just the healthcare costs, all of the costs. 

Media coverage has often implied that the opportunity has now passed 
to make such a claim but this is not necessarily correct.  If you have paid 
nursing home fees between 2004 and March 2011 the deadline to register 
a claim was 30 September.  However, if you have already written to the 
PCT and not yet received a response you will possibly have complied with 
the deadline.  As such your claim is in time and in the system.  It is possible 
that you are now waiting for a retrospective review of an assessment.   
In some cases the first assessment may be about to take place. 

Following initial investigations, claims are sometimes rejected on the basis 
that there is no Primary Health Care need.  The rules and regulations 
surrounding this are quite complex.  There are several stages of appeal 
available and some cases have been agreed on the second or third appeal.

For care fees paid between 1 April 2011 and 31 March 2012 the deadline 
for making the application is not until 31 March 2013.  Claimants should 
submit an initial letter to the PCT so the matter can be investigated.  Once 
the request for review is logged and accepted, the process has begun.

The assessment process is based on twelve areas of care needs from 
behaviour to an all-encompassing “other significant care needs”.  The 
areas include cognition, mobility and continence. Each of the different 
sections is graded on the level of care needed between “no need” and 
“priority need”.  The level of care assessed will decide whether you are 
entitled to be considered for continuing care.  It is this twelve step criteria 
that makes the process complicated and time consuming. 

Clearly it is important that people who should not have paid for care are 
refunded and in the future those entitled to have their care paid for by the 
PCT are properly assessed. 

If you have a relative or are thinking that you may need to go into nursing 
care, it is worth knowing and understanding the questions to ask at the 
initial process and ensuring that a formal request for assessment is made. 

If you have paid nursing home fees you may still be entitled to a refund.

 For further information about continuing care contact 
 Jacqueline Beadle by email at j.beadle@gullands.com or  
 direct dial 01622 689751.  



Gullands Solicitors    16 Mill Street    Maidstone    Kent   ME15 6XT
www.gullands.com    mailbox@gullands.com    01622 678 341

This newsletter is intended to provide a first point of reference for current developments in various aspects of law. It should not be relied on as a substitute for professional advice.
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Gullands 
strenGthens 
teams With 
tWo neW 
appointments
Gullands has strengthened its Family and 
Commercial teams with the appointment  
of Martha Knowlden and Dudley Cramp. 

Martha, who joined in August, is now 
heading up the firm’s Family team as Philip 
Dimond retires this month (December 2012).  
Dudley’s firm merged with Gullands on  
31 August when he joined them as  
a consultant.

Martha is a Barrister and often handles 
cases of high net worth and those involving 
complex and intricate issues.  She has 
substantial family law experience and is 
particularly known for handling cases where 
there are high levels of hostility between the 
parties or the situation is fraught; not only 
in contentious divorces and separations 
but also in relation to children’s matters and 
financial disputes. 

Commenting on her appointment, Martha 
Knowlden said: “The role presents me with 
an exciting challenge and I am thoroughly 
enjoying it.  The department has an 
excellent reputation and I look forward to 
taking it in new directions whilst maintaining 
the firm’s traditional approach to client care 
and service.”

Dudley Cramp is a Solicitor of the Supreme 
Court and Notary Public.  As a Consultant 
with Gullands, he deals with company 
and partnership law including company 
formations, reconstructions, takeovers 
and business sales.  His other fields of 
business experience include residential and 
commercial conveyancing, including site 
acquisitions, property development, sales 
and lettings.

Dudley said: “When Dudley Cramp & Co. 
merged with Gullands Solicitors it brought 
together two long-established Kent firms 
with excellent reputations.  I am delighted to 
have joined Gullands and the transition for 
my clients has been exceptionally smooth.” 

Blair Gulland, Chairman at Gullands said: 
“Martha and Dudley’s skills are already 
making a significant impact and they will,  
I am sure, play a major role in extending our 
position as one of Kent’s top law firms.”

As well as appointing new senior staff (see article to the right Gullands strengthens teams with 
two new appointments) the firm also added to its administrative team with the appointment of 
apprentices Lauren Browne, 18, and Laura Creed, 19 in the summer.

The pair both found a Gullands advertisement on the National Apprenticeships Website and snapped 
up the opportunity to apply to work for the firm. 

Laura has a leaning towards numbers and was taken on as an apprentice Legal Cashier. 
She mixes her office duties with attending Mid-Kent College to study for an AAT accounting 
qualification. Lauren would like to become a secretary and is working towards an NVQ in Business 
Administration. 

Paul Mannering, Practice Manager at Gullands said: “We normally advertise through more 
traditional routes but decided it was time to take a different approach to see how the firm could 
support candidates taking their first step on the employment ladder. There was a strong field of 
candidates and Lauren and Laura stood out for their customer focus and willingness to learn new 
skills. Both have fitted in well and are proving to be excellent appointments.”
 

You’re hired! 
Two apprentices join Gullands 

Gullands IT Manager Ciaran Lismore swapped his suit for lycra and set off on a marathon cycle 
ride to raise money for charity in September. 

Ciaran was part of an Abigail’s Footsteps team that raised over 
£15,000 for SANDS, the stillbirth and neonatal death charity. 

Ciaran said: “It was a very long and hard but enjoyable day. 
Raising the money was a fantastic achievement and I am 
delighted to have been part of helping support such a  
worthy cause.”

To find out about Abigail’s Footsteps visit  
www.abigailsfootsteps.co.uk and for details of SANDS  
see www.uk-sands.org

ciaran Gets into Gear for charity biKe ride


